How to Redirect a WordPress.COM Blog to WordPress.ORG

Introduction

So you started your blog at WordPress.COM, but now you’ve decided to
move it to WordPress.ORG. No worries!

In just five steps, I’'ll show you how to redirect your original blog hosted on
WordPress to the new blog hosted elsewhere.

My original WordPress.COM blog / domain:

http://unleashtheflyingmonkeys.wordpress.com

My new WordPress.ORG blog / domain:

http://leahsaylorabney.com

| created these instructions because | wanted to redirect the original domain
so if anyone clicked on an original link, or typed the original domain name
into their Internet browser’s address bar, they’d be automatically redirected
to the new domain and see its name in the address bar.

This redirection is nothing more than a technical switch-a-roo.

However, | didn’t realize | wanted to create a set of instructions to share
with others until after I’d already completed the redirect on the above
domains. Therefore, some screenshots aren’t available, or won’t match
exactly how your screen will look, but in those steps, | try to give an in-
depth explanation to make up for the lack of a visual aid.

In addition, these instructions are specific to domains using Bluehost;
however, you could use them for other hosts as long as you substituted that
host’s settings in Steps 2 and 5.

These instructions also assume you’ve purchased both the new domain (e.g.
leahsaylorabney.com) and web site hosting service (e.g. Bluehost) as well as
successfully installed WordPress on your new site.

| hope you find this document helpful. If you have any comments,
guestions, or suggestions, please feel free to|contact meland I'll do my best
to respond in a timely manner.

Feel free to share this document with others as long as it remains intact.

Warmest wishes,

ol
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Quick Reference Glossary

Term

Explanation

Domain

Domain Name

Domain Host

Nameserver

A domain refers to a computer, or
server, on the Internet that holds the
folders and files for a web site.

A domain name identifies a specific
domain on the Internet. The domain
name allows us to differentiate one
domain from another. Yahoo.com,
WordPress.com, and HPANA.com are
examples.

This is the company that houses, or
hosts, domains on its servers.

This is pretty much an Internet
phone book that stores the locations,
or IP address, of each domain name,
and it’s usually stored on the domain
host’s servers.

These simple instructions will redirect your WordPress.COM blog to
WordPress.ORG as long as you follow them step-by-step, in the exact
order in which they’re presented below.

This document is an example of the process that worked for me. | make no
guarantees as to the validity of these instructions and | cannot be held
liable for any problems or complications that arise from their use.

I highly recommend you read the entire document before you begin.
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STEP 1 - The permalinks style for both blogs (aka domains) must match. If
the permalinks do not match, the links from your WordPress.COM blog will
not be redirected to your WordPress.ORG blog, and your visitors are likely
to receive a 404 Error message.

1) To verify, or update, the permalinks style on your new blog (aka new
domain):

a. Log into the WordPress.ORG Administration Panel for your
new blog (aka new domain).

b. In the left sidebar, scroll down until you find Settings, then
click it to display a drop-down menu of options.

c. Click Permalinks. You should see this screen:

ey

E\ Permulink Sellings

By default Word®ress uses wek URLs which have quastion marks ard lozzs of numbers in them, Fowever WordPress offers vou the ability to create a custom URL
structure for your permaiinks anc archives. Thiz car improve the aesthetics, usakility, anc forwarc-compatibilty o vour links. A numoer of tags are avaiable, and kere
are some examples to get you started.

Common settings

Defaulr tLp: / wewl . 12@nsaylorabney .con/2p=1:3
@ Day and nare attp: //wew. leahsaylorabney .con/2e13/81, 24,/ sanple-post.! _
~ Month and name vttp: //wem. leohsaylorobney .con/ 2613/81/ sonple-post,
~ Murmenc Tttp: //wew . 1eahsaylorabney.confarcnives 123
" Custom Structure S Eyear$/Amothnun®/Sday®/ SpostnameX,

d. Make sure the radio button beside Day and name is selected
then click the Save Changes button.
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- - You need to prepare your new blog (new domain) to be temporarily
mapped to the original blog (original domain); thus, you must update the
nameservers in your new domain host account.

GoDaddy users check out pages 9-12 of this PDF created over at:
http://blog-well.com.

1) To update the nameservers in Bluehost:

E bluehost

Account Manager Login

Domain:

Password:

Forgotten Password?

a. Log into your Bluehost Control Panel.

E bluehost

Domain - SSL Profile/
D = = i P
cPanel et Upgrades Postini Certificates Billing Checkout
Notices Partners &
Now Available G ‘__,. R’"ﬁ - faxoio = 'G o]
. Tall Free A, pipe 2
&5 Ring G B TS =z &k =
VOUR PHONE SYSTEM, EVERTWHERE Professional Incredible Number #1 SEC COnline Fax FREE Marketecture  FREE
Toll Free SOO_NI"“bEP . . Web Website Link Services Shopsite Premium Merchant
Look professional and increase sales Design Templates Building Cart eCommerce Services
- Free
Find Search Mare
Engine
Submission

b. Click on the Domain Manager tab.
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' Exp Type
Please select a domain:
[7] leahabney.com Addon

leahsaylorabney.com

reload | expand

4

RENEWAL prIVACY | [INERIE | TRANSFER
MAIN | gpT1oNS |CONTACTS | opTionNs 0=t EPP LOCK

leahsaylorabney.com \ Click 2 l
Nameservers for a domain name are specialized servers that translate the domain name

into an IP Address that is understood by computers on the internet. Each domain name
registration includes a listing of nameservers that can answer for that domain name.

| »

Normally you should not need to change these from the default nameservers setup by
BlueHost.Com. If you have special needs, you can use this page to edit the
nameservers for your domain name.

m

@ Use Default Nameservers | 4

nsl.bluehost.com
a ns2.bluehost.com

71 Use Custom Nameservers

c. Under Please select a domain:

I. Click 1 - Click the box beside the domain where you
installed Wordpress.ORG.

ii. Click 2 - Click the Nameservers tab.

iii. Write down down the Default Nameservers.

I advise you to copy and paste the default nameservers to
Notepad or Wordpad, name it “blog-redirection” or
something similar, and save the file to your hard drive.
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RENEWAL privacy | RGN [ TRANSFER
- =5 Type MAIN || opTIONS||CONTACTS | opTIoNs EEMGE | Erp Lo

Please select a domain:

7] leahabney.com Addon leahsaylorabney.com

leahsaylorabney.com L HTE ns1.bluehost.com 74.220.195.31 I
ns2.bluehost.com 69.89.16.4 Click 2
. @ Use Custom Nameservers
Click 1 -
remove
rem
Add Row

Save Nameserver Settings Cancel Changes \ Click 2 l |

reload | expand A p

m

1

d. Under the Nameservers tab:

i. Click 1 - Select the radio button beside Use Custom
Nameservers.

ii. Click 2 - Place cursor inside the first box and enter
“nsl.wordpress.com” without the quotation marks.

Place cursor inside the second box and enter
“ns2.wordpress.com” without the quotation marks.

iii. Click 3 - Click on the Add Row text link.

Place cursor inside the third box and enter
“ns3.wordpress.com” without the quotation marks.

iv. Click the Save Nameserver Settings button.

e. The nameservers for your new blog (new domain) now refer to
WordPress.COM. Log out of your Bluehost account.

** |t can take as little as 5 minutes and as much as 72 hours for the updated
nameservers to take effect. In my case, it only took 10 minutes. **
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STEP 3 - Next, you must add your new blog (new domain) to your original
blog (original domain) in your WordPress.COM account. This is referred to
as “domain mapping.”

Please note: WordPress charges $9.97 USD per year for this service.

1) To add a new domain to your original WordPress.COM account:

a. Log into your WordPress.COM Administration Panel.

b. In the left sidebar, click on Upgrades to display a drop-down
menu of options.

c. Click on Domains.

d. Beside the Add a Domain field, enter your new domain name,
then click the Add Domain button.

e. Complete the steps to purchase the domain mapping feature.

f. If your purchase is successful, you will see the new domain
listed under the original domain.

The screen would look similar to the below. Please note: | didn’t
get to nab the screenshot for this step so the below won’t match
exactly what you see.

Domains

Thz main part of vour blog URL is its domzin. An exzmple of a domain is “wcrdpress.com”. You can have your b'og at ary dcmain vou control, such as example.com, or
set up a domain to automatcally recirect visitors to vour blog URL. 2e2ad wore 300Ut it or just enter 2 domain rame below ard follow the prompts.

Add a Domain

yuisHT

Pritnary

Add domain to blop

Dumngin Crealed Expires Email {Help) Aclivis
leahsaylorzbney.com Januery 24, LU1) Jaruary 24, 2111 N/A (exterral NS Henew Lelete

unleashthetlyincmonkavs.wordpress.com February 20, 2009 Never /A

Upda.e Pritnary Durrain

You’ll also receive a system message at the top of the screen
instructing you to wait until the mapping is successful before
you attempt to redirect it.
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STOP HERE! This is very important.

Patience is key. Wait until you can confirm the new domain is
being mapped to the original domain.

This means when you enter your new domain name,
examplename.com, you are automatically taken to
examplename.wordpress.com.

It took several hours for this to happen when | completed this

step. But this will vary depending on WordPress and your host
servers.
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STEP 4 - After you’ve confirmed the domain mapping, you can update the
domains in your WordPress.COM account so the new blog is set as the
primary domain.

1) To change the primary domain in your WordPress.COM account:

a. From the Domains screen, select the radio button beside your
new blog (new domain).

b. Click the Update Primary Domain button.

Help

Domains

The main varl of your blog URL is Ls duinagin. An example of a doman is "wordpr2ss.com®. You can have yow blug gl any dumain you conbol, sudh =5 example.com, o
selup 3 comein L gulomesLically redirecl visilers Lo your blug URL, Redd mwie aboul il or jusl enler 4 demain ngme below and folluw Lhe pompls.,

Add a Domain

bl /Y Add domain to blog
Primary Domain Crecated Expircs Email (Heclp) Actions
] l=absaylorabiey.curn Janvary 24, 2010 Jenuary Z4, 2011 N/ (zalzimal NS) Rernewn Delzle
urleashlthelyingrmunkeyswordpr2ssoen Felbruary 20, 2009 Never Nia
Update Frimary Domain

Ihe primary domain for vour blog 's leahsaylerabney.com. |ne other UKLS above wil redirect to that domain.

c. Just like with Step 3 you need to wait until this update is
confirmed before you proceed to Step 5.

You’ll know that Step 4 is successful when you can enter your
original blog name (original domain) and you’re automatically
redirected to your new blog (new domain).

Please note: You will still see the original blog (original domain)
theme and content so pay attention to the name in the Internet
browser address bar.

It only took about 20 minutes for this to happen when |

completed this step. But this will vary depending on WordPress
and your host servers.
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STEP 5 - Finally, you have to reset the nameservers in your host account in
order to see the new blog’s (hew domain’s) theme and content.

1) To reset your new blog’s (new domain’s) nameservers:
a. Follow Steps 2-1-a, 2-1-b and 2-1-c listed on pages 4 and 5.

b. Under the Nameservers tab, select the radio button beside Use
Default Nameservers.

c. Click Save Nameserver Settings.

d. You can consider this step a success when you are able to see
the new blog’s (new domain’s) theme and content at both your
original blog (original domain) and the new blog (new domain).

It only took about 20 minutes for this to happen when |
completed this step. But this will vary depending on WordPress
and your host servers.

I was also able to tell the update had been received by
WordPress and was being processed by Bluehost when | clicked
on “Log Out” in my WordPress.COM account and received a 404
Error message from my new blog (new domain).
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